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Alton High School Orchestra Information 

 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Orchestra 1, Concert Orchestra 
GRADE:  9, 10, 11, 12 
COURSE LENGTH:  Two Semesters 
CREDIT:  1/2 - 1 
PREREQUISITE:  Previous playing experience 
RECOMMENDATION:  Present or previous teacher 
DESCRIPTION:  Concert Orchestra is a string orchestra that emphasizes the development and 
improvement of fundamental string techniques:  playing in various positions, note reading, basic 
music theory, and rhythmic stability.  Students must have prior experience playing a string 
instrument.  Attendance is required at all after school rehearsals and concerts.  No audition 
required.  Students using a school instrument must pay a $40 rental fee. 
 
 
COURSE DESCRIPTION:  Orchestra 2, Symphonic Orchestra 
GRADE:  9, 10, 11, 12 
COURSE LENGTH:  Two Semesters 
CREDIT:  1/2 - 1 
PREREQUISITE:  Audition for the high school orchestra director 
RECOMMENDATION:  Present or previous teacher 
DESCRIPTION:  Symphonic Orchestra is a full orchestra ensemble of select musicians.  An 
audition is required to enter Symphonic Orchestra.  Students study and perform challenging 
literature and are required to know more advanced music theory.  There is a high expectation 
placed on the students’ playing ability and work ethic.  The Symphonic Orchestra performs at 
least six concerts a year, including the IHSA Organization Contest.  Symphonic Orchestra 
students are encouraged to audition for and participate in the IMEA District VI Festival and the 
IHSA Solo and Ensemble Contest.   Attendance is required at all after school rehearsals and 
performances.  Students must be signed up for Symphonic Orchestra as a class in order to 
participate in the ensemble.  Students may not participate in this ensemble through sectionals 
alone.  Students using a school instrument must pay a $40 rental fee. 
 
 

 

 
 

Follow Alton H.S. Orchestra Activities: www.abob.net 
or contact Laura Plummer 

lplummer@altonschools.org 
474-6967 

 

 
 



Frequently Asked Questions 
 

What is the difference between Concert Orchestra and Symphonic Orchestra?  Symphonic 
Orchestra is an auditioned ensemble that performs mainly college level music.  Most Symphonic 
Orchestra students take private lessons.  There is a very high expectation placed on members 
of the Symphonic Orchestra.  Members of the Symphonic Orchestra are required to attend after 
school rehearsals twice a week for about 6 weeks in the fall and in the spring.  Concert 
Orchestra focuses on developing technique and basic music theory.  Concert Orchestra 
performs three concerts a year, while Symphonic performs at least six.  All concerts are 
required.  Missing a concert results in a failing grade.   
 
What level of playing is expected of Symphonic Orchestra students?  Students’ should be 
performing major student concertos, (e.g., at the end of Suzuki Book 4) and be able to play all of 
the scales and excerpts in tune and with accurate shifts.  ‘Cellists are expected to read tenor 
clef and violists’ treble clef.  Students must read notes, understand the function of the key and 
time signatures, be able to play at least up to fifth position, accurately in tune and adjust quickly 
when out of tune, play with good rhythm and steady tempo, demonstrate proper posture, good 
tone production, proper bow hold and control, and perform written dynamics, expression 
markings, and bow articulations. 
 
Do I have to audition for Concert Orchestra?   No. There is no audition for Concert 
Orchestra.  Simply register for Concert Orchestra.  I do encourage most freshmen to start out in 
Concert Orchestra so I can spend time laying a solid foundation on technique and music theory. 
 
What if I audition for and don’t make it into Symphonic?  You will automatically be placed 
into the Concert Orchestra.  I will give the high school freshman counselor a list of who goes into 
which orchestra. 
 
Can I take two music classes?  Band (Marching “100”) and Orchestra or Chorus and 
Orchestra?  Yes, but I strongly suggest you take summer school starting with P.E. this summer. 
This allows more freedom in your schedule.   *Incoming freshmen who register for music 
classes are exempt from the 9th grade Social Studies requirement.  This requirement, however, 
must still be met in order to graduate from Alton H.S.   We do not rotate our music students.  
Ours bands, orchestras and choirs each meet every day as their own separate class.  *Note:  
Marching “100” and ROTC students do not have to take PE.    
 
I want to take other electives and still be in orchestra.  How do I fit orchestra into my 
schedule?   Alton H.S. has 6 class periods in our school day.  All freshmen must have English, 
math, and science in their schedule.   PE is a semester class than can be taken in summer 
school (for a fee).  Students are required to take either Western Civilization or Modern European 
History class; each is a one semester class and can be taken in your sophomore year.  Taking 
summer school PE and then taking the Western Civ. or Modern Euro Hist. class your 
sophomore year frees up another hour for orchestra.  You then have two more open hours for 
other electives.  Auto Safety can also be taken in summer school for a fee. 
 
Eg.  English, Biology, Algebra, Orchestra, 2 open hours for foreign language, art, CTE class, or 
any other elective class.   
 
 



 
Where do I keep my instrument?  Violin and viola students are assigned lockers with 
combination locks in the orchestra room.  Only instruments are allowed in your orchestra locker.  
Books are kept in your own school locker.  ‘Cellists and bassists use the school instruments on 
the rack in our orchestra room and may keep music in the folder cabinets. 
 
What is expected of me at the high school?  Students are required to bring instruments every 
single day.  I dock 3 points off your concert grade for every day an instrument is forgotten.  We 
play every day in orchestra.  Students are also required to complete written theory homework 
assignments.   All orchestra students take a written final exam both semesters. 
 
May I rent a viola, ‘cello, or bass?  I do have a limited number of school instruments to rent.  
Upperclassmen get first choice.  Violinists and violists are expected to own their own 
instruments by the time they get to Alton High School. ‘ Cellists and bassists share an 
instrument with someone in the other orchestra, and upperclassmen get first choice on getting 
an instrument for home practice.  Students are required to pay a rental fee even if you have your 
own instrument at home and use a school instrument for rehearsals.  All students using a school 
instrument pay the $40 rental fee established by the Alton School Board.   All students renting 
school instruments are responsible for any repairs to the instrument due to negligence.  
 
What is Symphonic Honors?  Juniors and Seniors enrolled in the Symphonic Orchestra 
audition for and earn honors credit.  They are required to perform an IMEA playing test and 
participate in the IHSA (IL High School Association) Solo and Ensemble Contest.  They also do 
higher levels of music theory and have a more stringent performance standard. 
 
What is Chamber Strings?  The Alton High School Chamber String Ensemble rehearses every 
Wednesday from 3:25 – 4:15 and performs gigs for social and community functions.  The 
ensemble receives donations from their performances that go into an account at the high school 
and covers orchestral expenses.  Chamber Strings is an auditioned ensemble.   
 
What is Pit Orchestra?  The pit orchestra is the ensemble that performs with our annual spring 
musical.  Rehearsals begin the end of February until the performances the first weekend of May.  
Students rehearse after school twice a week until the three weeks prior to the musical at which 
time we rehearse almost every night with the cast.  It is very time consuming and hard work, but 
at the same time is a lot of fun.  String students audition for pit orchestra.  
 


