
 

 Woodwind Family 
The flute, clarinet, and saxophone are all instruments of the woodwind family. Most of these instruments were 
once of made of wood, and because they are played by blowing with air or wind, they are called woodwind. All 
woodwind instruments are made out of a tube, usually with holes in it. When all holes are covered, air goes all 
the way to the end of the tube and makes a low sound. When the holes are open, the air goes only a little way 
and makes a high sound. To further increase their range of notes, most of the woodwind instruments come in 
different sizes (e.g. soprano saxophone, alto saxophone, tenor saxophone, etc.). 
Woodwind instruments may make sounds in different ways. Some, like the flute, make a sound by blowing air 
across a tone hole. Single reed instruments, like the clarinet and saxophone, use a single piece of cane, which 
vibrates, to produce a sound. 
 

 Brass Family 
The trumpet, F horn, trombone, baritone, tuba, are common members of the brass family. Generally, these 
instruments are all made of brass. On a brass instrument, sound is produced by buzzing the lips. You can get 
an idea of buzzing blowing up a balloon, the stretching the opening and letting the air out. The squealing noise 
is very similar to the buzz a French horn player makes. Try to buzz your own lips. Lick your lips, place them 
together as if saying "mmmm," and blow, keeping your lips together. This should make a buzz. The 
mouthpiece of brass instruments helps to control and to make the sound clearer. The rest of the brass 
instrument makes the sound louder. Most of the brass instruments have a lot of tubing that is curled up. The 
instrument with the most tubing, the tuba, plays the lowest notes; the trumpet, with the least tubing, plays the 
highest notes. Valves are used to open up different lengths of tubing. When tubes are opened, the sound is 
lowered depending on the length of the tube. The trombone does not have any valves. The trombone changes 
pitch by pulling the slide in and out. To play a brass instrument, you need a good ear for music as any 
fingering on the instrument can make many different pitches. The brass player must know what sound to make 
before the note is played. 
 

 Percussion Family 
A percussion instrument is one that is shaken or hit to make a sound. The drum set is only of many different 
percussion instruments. A good percussionist should be able to play them all and will need to have a good 
sense of rhythm. Experience playing keyboard instruments such as the piano will also certainly help when 
playing the pitched instruments.  Some percussion instruments can play melodies. These are called tuned 
percussion. The xylophone, glockenspiel, marimba, vibraphone, and timpani are all tuned percussion 
instruments.  Other percussion instruments that do not produce a definite pitch are generally termed unpitched 
percussion. These include most drums (snare drum, bass drum, drum set, etc.) and also other instruments 
used mostly for special effects. Some of these instruments which add color to an ensemble are the triangle, 
gong, castanets, rattle, cowbell, woodblock, tambourine, maracas, claves, and whistles. 

 
 

All instruments are extremely fragile and are to be handled with care. 
 



 

 

Dear Parent: 
 

Alton Community Unit School District No. 11 is proud to offer beginning band instruction to students in the fifth grade.  I 

have visited your child’s classroom, and hopefully she/he has discussed playing an instrument with you.  Lessons are 

offered on the flute, clarinet, saxophone, trumpet, F horn, trombone, and baritone. Band classes meet during the school 

day and are free of charge.  The students are pulled from classes for one half-hour lesson each week.  It does take a little 

more effort and responsibility on the students’ part to keep up with activities missed in classroom.  However, from past 

experiences, the classroom teachers have been very cooperative and students rarely have problems keeping up with 

missed classwork.    
 

Please be advised of our district policy regarding participating in band, orchestra, and chorus.  In order for your child to 

play, he/she must be passing the following subjects in school:  Math, Reading, and English.   I will check your child’s grade 

with his/her teacher on a monthly basis.  If your child is earning a D or lower in one or more subjects, he/she must withdraw 

from band until the grades are brought up to passing.   
 

Should you decide to sign your child up for band, you will need to rent an instrument.  Our local music store, Halpin Music 

Co., offers very reasonable rental or lease plans for these instruments.  You will need to buy a book, music stand, and 

reeds (woodwind players), valve oil (brass players).  Yes, this does cost money.  However, lessons at school are free.  
 

Avoid the pawnshops and Internet auction sites like e-bay.  Though the cost of these instruments is very low, so is the 

quality, making them extremely frustrating to play.  You will also end up investing more money to repair the instruments to 

get them in decent playing condition than you would have paid to rent one from Halpin. 
 

There are a very limited number of school rental instruments.  School instruments do NOT come with an insurance policy.  

Instruments leased from Halpin do.  Parents/guardians are responsible for keeping the school rented instrument in 

excellent playing condition and are responsible for ALL repairs to the instrument, including extracting dents, fixing bent 

parts, or replacing pads/springs/etc.  Some of these repairs can cost well over $100.  School instruments are available to 

children in the free/reduced lunch program and are earning A’s and B’s in all academic subjects at school.  

Parents/Guardians will still need to pay a rental fee as well as purchase the lesson book and other accessories on the 

“Wind Things” list attached.    
 

Band classes are available to your child through the 12th grade.  Learning to play an instrument and belonging to the 

school band opens up a whole new world to your child.  He/She will be able to take advantage of music performances with 

band at the elementary, middle and high school levels.  The opportunities for playing a Wind or Percussion instrument after 

high school are abundant, with many universities offering scholarships for band participation.  All of the seniors who have 

graduated from Alton High School and gone on to study music in college have received substantial scholarships to their 

college or university.  Band provides a great foundation for your child in all aspects of life.  In addition to music, students 

learn self-discipline, group cooperation, problem solving, creativity, goal setting, self-expression, memory skills, 

concentration, poise, enhanced physical coordination, high self-esteem, and the importance of teamwork.  All of these skills 

are in great demand in almost every aspect of life.  As in all the arts, music also has a profound effect on the academic 

success of students. 
 

To enroll your child in the Lewis and Clark Elementary School band program, fill out and return the Band Enrollment form 

on the back page of this packet to school with your child.  You may also leave a message for me at Alton High School  

(474-6966) and I will return your call as soon as possible.  Your child has the opportunity to become a part of a wonderful 

group known statewide for its excellent band program. I look forward to teaching your child music! 

 

Sincerely,         
 

5th Grade Band Directors 

Mr. Gary Banks, Mr. Matthew Banks, Ms. Alyssa Cudney, Mr. Tim Jarden 

 



 
Local Music Stores 

 

 

Please contact the stores directly for rental plans and costs. 

   
Alton  

Halpin:   

462-0666 

Homer Adams, next to Golden Corral 

  
  

St. Louis  
MOZINGO MUSIC     

636-227-5722 

100 CLARKSON RD 

BALLWIN, MO 63011  

 

NOTTELMANN MUSIC CO   

314-631-1486  

1590 LEMAY FERRY RD 

ST LOUIS, MO 63125 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 

How much does an instrument cost?   You will need to call the local music stores.  They have excellent reputations, high 

quality instruments and reasonable rental programs.  Stay away from pawnshops!  We have had incidents where a school 

district instrument was stolen, taken to a pawnshop, and bought by another party unknowingly to use for their own child.  

We have ways of marking our instruments.  Should your child show up to school with one of our instruments you purchased 

at a pawnshop, the Alton Community Unit School District No. 11 has every right to reclaim its instrument and you will be out 

of the money you spent.  Also avoid internet auction sites like e-bay.  There are also some very cheap instruments out 

there that are poorly constructed and are nearly impossible to play on.  If you are not sure about the instrument you are 

looking to purchase, please call me. 

 

We have an old or other instrument at home.  Can this work?  Bring the instrument to school so I can look it over and 

make sure it’s in good playing condition.  Sometimes the instrument you may have at home may be in need of some repair 

work. 

 

Why does band begin in 5th grade?  Two reasons.  #1.  Students are more mature. #2.  Band students need the extra 

year to develop the coordination of playing on a wind instrument.  

 

I’ve heard wind instruments are hard to learn.  Is this true?  Wind instruments are not difficult to learn.  It all depends 

on how much practice time your child is willing to put in.  If your child practices at least 3-4 times a week, he/she will 

succeed.  If your child rarely practices, he/she will fall quickly behind in class and become discouraged. 

 

How much do lessons cost?  School instruction is free.  Students are pulled from their regular classrooms for instruction, 

so it is very important that they keep up with work missed while at band.  Students are responsible for keeping up with their 

classroom assignments while at band. 

 

What if my child is left-handed?  It makes no difference.  Actually, l have had many left-handed students who are just as 

talented as right-handed students.  They do not make special instruments for left-handed students. The students actively 

use both hands when playing wind instruments. 

 

What if my child has a learning disability?  I try to work with those students as much as possible in order for them to 

succeed in band.  Anyone can learn an instrument as long as he/she is willing to work at it.  I have also had several hearing 

impaired students succeed with playing a wind instrument. 

 

There is no one musical in our family.  How much do my child or I need to already know about music?  Absolutely 

nothing!  The method books we use make note reading very easy to learn.   

 

How much should my child be practicing?  I tell the students they are supposed to practice, to start with, about 10 to 15 

minutes a day.  As the music gets harder, students will need to practice longer.  Your child should review what was learned 

in class and even try to work ahead. 

 

What if my child wants to be in orchestra and/or chorus in 5th grade?  We have students who participate in all three 

ensembles in elementary school.  In middle school through high school students may participate in two music ensembles.   

It can work if your child is willing to put in the extra effort.   

 
 

 



“WIND THINGS” 
 

All Wind/Percussion Instruments 
Standard of Excellence book 1 w/ CD for your instrument 

Folding Music Stand (stays at home for practice) 
Old Washcloth or Handkerchief 

Pencil 
 

Flutes 
Cleaning Swab (Woodwind) 

Woodwind Polish Cloth 

 
Clarinet & Saxophone 

Reeds (Woodwind) 

Reed Case 

Cleaning Swab (Woodwind) 

 

Trumpet, Baritone, Tuba 
Valve Oil (Brass Player) 

 Brass Snake Cleaner 

Brass Polish Cloth 

Tuning Slide Grease 

 
F Horn 
Rotor Oil 

Brass Polish Cloth 

Tuning Slide Grease 

 
Trombone 

 Brass Snake Cleaner 

Slide Oil 

Brass Polish Cloth 

Tuning Slide Grease 

 

Percussion 
Snare Sticks (Wood) 

Mallets 

Cloth 
 

Questions?  Contact your child’s band director anytime 
  

For questions on cost of supplies and to rent instrument call: 
Halpin Music Co.  462-0666 

 

Students Need Instruments & ALL Supplies by _____________________. 
 



 
 

(Please detach and return the form below.) 

 
BAND ENROLLMENT 

ACUSD #11 Elementary Schools 
 
 

Name ________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Grade      5      Classroom Teacher ________________________  

 

 

Instrument Choice (Circle One): 

 

FLUTE  CLARINET         ALTO SAXOPHONE      TENOR SAXOPHONE     TRUMPET 

 

TROMBONE      BARITONE  TUBA 

 

 

Parent/Guardian ______________________________________________ 

 

 

Address _______________________________________________ City _______________________ 

 

 

Would you like the band director to call you?         Yes      No       (Circle One) 
 

 

Phone ____________________________ Best Time To Call __________________________________ 

 

 

Parent Email Address:__________________________________________________________________ 


